
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M SCC
MARYLAND STUDENT CLIMATE COALITION

O F F S H O R E  W I N D  
CA MPAIGN TOOL K IT



M aryland is known as one of the most progressive states in the nation, but 
we’re still way behind on addressing climate change. The effects of dirty energy 
are visible throughout the state. We have poor air quality, huge dead zones 

suffocating the Chesapeake Bay, and high rates of childhood asthma. Our carbon footprint 
is enormous.

Renewable sources of electricity will enable Maryland to curtail carbon emissions by 
harnessing the forces of nature. By investing in energy infrastructure projects such as 
offshore wind, we will not only secure our state’s economic future by creating jobs, but 
will help mitigate public health problems by improving air quality.

Last session, the Maryland General Assembly failed to pass  
the MD Offshore Wind Energy Act of 2011. Despite an outpouring of support from 
Governor Martin O’Malley and a diverse coalition of advocate groups from across the 
state, opposition to the bill prevailed. Among the explanations owing to the rejection of 
the measure, which would have created a long term market for offshore wind, was the 
baseless suggestion that colleges would not be interested in purchasing offshore wind 
power.

That’s where we come in.  

Our goal is to convince Maryland’s leaders how important renewable energy infrastructure 
projects are for the future of our state. It is imperative that we gear up, grab the wheel, 
and steer Maryland away from toxic fossil fuels and towards an ecologically sustainable 
and economically solvent future.

To accomplish this we will circulate a petition, gather signatures from youth and 
community members. We will submit signed copies of our petition to leaders in Maryland 
universities, colleges, and schools to sign a resolution in support of offshore wind. That 
letter will be published, publicized, and delivered to the Maryland General Assembly, the 
final decision makers in this matter.
 
In this, we’re asking for your support. Using this toolkit as a model, reach out 
to your friends, your neighbors, and your school. 
Gather hundreds of signatures. Join 
us -- the MSCC -- in calling 
for investment in clean 
offshore wind in 
Maryland.
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Welcome to the Maryland Student 
Climate Coalition! 

The MSCC is a network of students and young people throughout the state 

working towards a clean energy future. The MSCC formed in 2007 and 

worked on a campaign for carbon neutrality within the public University Sys-

tem of Maryland. In an incredible culmination of hard work, they presented 

12,000 petition signatures to the Board of Regents (USM decision making 

body), and as a result, the USM now has a commitment to carbon neutrality, 

an Office of Sustainability, and a Vice Chancellor of Environmental Sustain-

ability. In addition to this incredible success, the MSCC has played a pivotal 

role in national Power Shifts (2007, 2009, 2011), Power Vote, and lobbying 

for the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (2009).

WE ARE STARTING A 
REVOLUTION HERE!
GET STOKED!
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Our Organizational Structure
The MSCC strives to be inclusive while still maintain its integrity as a coalition of Maryland stu-

dent and youth groups. The leadership structure is as follows:

Executive Directors
The face of the coalition, they participate in directing the 

MSCC but have no power in final decision-making. The 

Executive Director of Operations maintains account-

ability within the coalition and spearheads outreach. 

The Executive Director of Campaigns Plans and oversees the 

campaign, including media, events, and coalition building 

with outside ally groups.

Steering Committee
Made up of an elected representative from each participat-

ing organization. They hold the decision-making power of the 

organization and each member has one vote. Representatives 

are picked by their organization. Each member communicates 

to the MSCC the needs of their organization and reports back 

with information and support from the MSCC. There is a 

Steering Committee Chair that holds accountability.

Ad Hoc Working Groups:  
Formed as needed out of any and all interested MSCC members.

Each has a designated point-person for ease of communication outside the working group.

Executive Director of Campaigns: Jamie Phillips (240-997-4982)  
Executive Director of Operations: Emily Saari (443-299-8393)  

Media Working Group: Caroline Selle (410-991-9209)
Board of Regents Working Group: Sam Rivers (301-254-7533)  

Petition Drafting Working Group: Hilary Staver (301-974-1594)  
Outreach Working Group: Doug Aus (443-286-8190) 

Steering Committee Chair: Open

What this means for you:  
You’re new to the MSCC and excited about our campaign? Join a working group! They’re where we do 

the bulk of our work. Ready to be a leader? Join the steering committee (by representing your school or 
organization). We’ll elect new executive directors and a steering committee chair each summer.
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Get Involved 
The members of the MSCC are climate or environmental action groups from 
Maryland public universities, private colleges, and high schools. The MSCC was re-
vitalized by Maryland students and organizers at Power Shift 2011, the largest grass-
roots organizing training ever. We’re excited to use and share the skills we learned to 
create meaningful action towards a clean energy future in Maryland. Connect with 
other interested students and get plugged in to our growing movement.

Why You Should Be Involved
Our generation needs to be on the front lines of the fight against climate change 
because we face both the short and long term consequences of the risk it poses. 
Passionate students need to know that there is a strong movement to support 
them in the fight against polluters and legislators who deny the reality of climate 
change, one of our generation’s biggest challenges. The MSCC will provide each 
school with the resources, information, and backing needed to take action to 
protect our climate from big polluters.
Only when we join together can we overcome the power of big polluters’ money 
and decision makers’ rigid defense of the status quo. In California, students 
involved in the California Student Sustainability Coalition helped defeat Proposi-
tion 23, an attempt by the Koch Brothers and Texas oil companies to roll back 
the state’s landmark global warming bill. California likely would not have passed 
Proposition 23 without the involvement of students.
Want to know more? In order to stay in touch, make decisions, and coordinate, 
we hold statewide conference calls every other Tuesday at 8 pm. These calls are 
mandatory for executive directors and steering committee members, but they 
are intended to keep everyone plugged in and up to date. Hop on! 

Etiquette for Conference Calls:
• Be on time: respect others’ schedule. 
• Make the call from somewhere quiet: background noise gets picked up so that 
everyone can hear it. If need be, you can mute your line with *6 (and unmute 
again to speak up with *6).
• Stick to the agenda. Raise new topics at the end of the call if there is time. If 
you want to add something to the agenda, email the facilitator of the call well 
ahead of time.
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FALL ’11: 
Focus on gathering petition 
signatures on your campus and in 
our community. 
Tabling! 

Creative Actions! 
Events! 

Tailor tactics to fit your audience – 
what will help your organization 
gain support for offshore wind? 
 

 

SPRING ‘12: 
Use the support we galvanized in 
the fall to pressure state leaders 

and decision makers.  We will 
deliver our petition signatures and 

use our collective power to 
persuade leaders to show their 

support for offshore wind. 
Rapid respond to the press, 

lawmakers, political 
developments, and opponents! 

 
 
 

The OFFSHORE WIND CAMPAIGN 
Our Goals: 

We  will show that an overwhelming majority of Maryland youth support local offshore wind 
power right here in our state.  We will show that Maryland youth understand how our use of 
fossil fuels is creating climate change and unjustly burdening communities with the effects of 

their harmful pollution.  Wind energy is a clean solution that will create reliable power and 
local jobs.  We will use that pressure to convince Maryland’s decision makers to pass legislation 

that will secure its development.   
In order to achieve our goal, we will mobilize Maryland youth to gather thousands of petition 

signatures in support of wind power. The petition signatures will be delivered to Maryland 
leaders, such as the Board of Regents and college Boards of Trustees, to them to sign a 

resolution and to take action for offshore wind. 
 

Our Strategy: 
The Maryland Youth Offshore Wind Campaign is structured in two parts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more detailed information on campaign timing, please check the MSCC blog 
and join our conference calls.   
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Sample Pitch for Petitioning – Edit as you need! 
 
HOOK – Greet folks and make them want to stop 
 
 <Big smile and wave> “Hey, do you have a minute for clean energy?” 
 
(If a passerby says NO):  “No problem, catch ya later!” 
 
 (If a passerby says YES):  “Great! I’m [your name] with [group name].” 
 
RAP – explain what’s happening 
 
“Maryland has an incredible opportunity.  Off the coast in the Atlantic Ocean, we can install 
wind turbines that will generate 500 MW of electricity.  That’s enough to power 79% of all the 
homes on the Eastern Shore (OR more than half the homes in Baltimore City) with clean, 
renewable energy.“ 
 
<HAND OFF THE PETITION TO THEM> Once they’re holding it, there’s a greater chance that they’ll 
sign!! 
 
PROBLEM – explain why you are petitioning 
 
“The problem is that this past spring, the state couldn’t get the wind farm built because some 
politicians claimed that it would make electricity rates too high.  In fact, some spoke on behalf 
of students and universities, claiming that we wouldn’t want it.” 
 
SOLUTION – explain why the petition will help solve the problem 
 
“So we’re out here today getting students to sign a petition asking [target leader] to sign a 
resolution publicly stating that they are in favor of offshore wind energy.  Fossil fuels create 
pollution that harms our environment, our health, and our climate, and we want to make this 
investment because we understand how important it will be for our future.” 
 
ASK – make a STRONG and DIRECT ask 
 
“Will you help us make that statement by signing the petition? 
 
(If they say YES:) Great, thanks! 
 
Take a fact sheet, and tell your friends about this petition!” 
 
(If they say NO:) “Okay, can I give you a fact sheet so you can read more about the issue?” 
 
Don’t be nervous if someone asks you a question!  It’s bound to happen.  Answer to the best of your 
ability (don’t lie!) and give them a fact sheet to learn more.   
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Fall Petitioning Tactics 

Although the MSCC is a state organization, we’re a network of local movers and shakers.   
Think about what your community is like and what tactics will be most effective in convincing people to 
support offshore wind.  

The Tried and True petitioning tactics: 
Tabling:   
Set up a table in a well-traveled location (next to the cafeteria, by a coffee shop, outside a concert, etc).  Have 
at least two folks at the table with the petition and some informational materials.  Stop folks as they pass and 
let them know what you’re doing and how they can help!   
Canvassing/Dorm-Storming: 
Knock on some doors!  Make sure to go when folks are likely to be in their homes/dorms, usually in the early 
evening.  Introduce yourself and what you’re doing at their door.  Be extra polite!  (*Dorm storming is not 
allowed on all college campuses.  Check with your Residence Life department first.) 

Tips for petitioning! 
 Don’t go alone.  It’s not fun and you won’t be as effective without a buddy.   
 Don’t sit. Don’t stay behind the table.  Don’t wait for people to ask you what 

you’re doing!  Be proactive. 
 Don’t be overly aggressive.  If someone says they can’t stop, be extra friendly and 

say “No problem, stop by later when you have the chance!”  If someone says they 
don’t support wind energy, give them a piece of informational material.  DO NOT 
debate or argue with non-supporters.  It’s a waste of your time – potential 
supporters are walking by!  You won’t make friends by being defensive and 
argumentative.   

 Do bring a fun, eye-catching prop or banner.  It’ll create a buzz. 
 Do give passers-by a big smile and a friendly wave.  Try to hook their interest 

with a question like, “Do you have a minute to support clean energy?”   
 Do prepare a pitch AHEAD OF TIME.  You’ll be more confident – and so will new 

volunteers – if you already know what you’re going to say.  You can use our sample 
pitch to start, and edit it as needed.   

 Do hand out materials to everyone.  A token to remember you! 
 Do use this as an opportunity to engage supporters.  If someone is already on 

board and doesn’t need convincing, ask them if they’d be interested in going to a 
club meeting or helping with the campaign.  It’ll help spread your influence to have 
more folks actively involved. 

 Do make each period of work really count.  If you work half-heartedly for a 
month, you and your volunteers will be burnt out and your campus will think you’re 
old news.  Go hard for a shorter amount of time, then take a break.  Change up your 
tactics and message, and come back better.   
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How can you make petitioning more interesting?  GET CREATIVE! 
 
An awesome concert coming up?  A cool speaker?  Get a table outside and catch people while they mingle and 
wait in line.   
Even better – create an event to promote the campaign!  Have a “No Talent” show, drum circle, movie 
screening, or banner drop.  Perform street theater.  Hold a group bike ride.  Install an engaging sign, piece of 
art, or creation that’ll get people talking.   
 
 
 
ON YOUR RADAR:  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24 2011 
Moving Planet: A Day to Move Beyond Fossil Fuels, an international day of action organized by a big 
coalition of powerful organizations fighting against climate change! 
 
http://www.moving-planet.org/ 
 
From the website: “On 24 September we’ll 
be figuring out the most meaningful ways 
to make the climate message move, 
literally. We'll show that we can use our 
hands, our feet, and our hearts to spur real 
change. In many places, people will ride 
bicycles, one of the few tools used by both 
affluent and poor people around the 
world. Other places people will be 
marching, dancing, running, or kayaking, 
or skateboarding. Imagine the spectacle: 
thousands of people encircling national 
capitals, state houses, city halls. But we 
won't just be cycling or marching--we'll also be delivering a strong set of demands that can have real 
political impact. They’ll differ from one country to the next, of course, because the steps we need to take 
depend on how much fossil fuel we already use.”
 
Use this day to help you plan an event on your campus!  Check out the pre-made resources 
and materials on the website.  It’s halfway done for you!  Just make sure to incorporate our 
offshore wind message into your event.   
 
 
 

Keep in touch with other MSCC members to know what fun and crazy things 
they’re doing to amp up the campaign in their community.  Brainstorm together! 
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Spreading Our Message:  
Web & Multimedia Outreach Campaign

The success of the Maryland Student Climate Coalition campaign for offshore wind energy will 
largely depend on our online presence. The power of social media and collaborative efforts through 
social media tools such as blogs, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter have proven to be a powerful 
medium of revolutionary action, capable of outing dictators and saving people in earthquake zones. 
In order to achieve our goal to influence our state to harness wind to generate carbon-neutral  
jobs to the great state of Maryland, our coalition must harness the power of social media to spread 
our message.

Our social media strategy will depend on a pool of dedicated writers and editors for the blog. Search 
engines are more aware of websites that update frequently with original content. Remember: “con-
tent is king” — every blog post you create (for example: field reports, online petitions, videos, pho-
tos, or art) will help generate positive awareness, enhance our visibility, and increase our influence. 
This works through a dynamic content delivery system that also enables us to create a post on the 
blog, which automatically updates our group’s status on our Twitter, Facebook, Google+ and other 
social media accounts. It may sound complicated, but the terra-firmæ of our web ecosystem is 
wordpress, which makes it easy to participate and contribute to our outreach campaign.

How many friends do you have on Facebook? How about YouTube, Twitter, or Flickr? Below are 
some links to MSCC social media resources that you can use at any time to help bolster this and 
future campaigns:

 On Twitter: www.twitter.com/MDClimate.

 Find us on facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/mdseaa/

 Check out: www.msccblog.wordpress.com/

Our Facebook group generally is an open space for communication within the organization, and 
fosters dialog outside of in-person meetings for strategizing, networking, and socializing. It is open 
to anyone who wants to join it, although irrelevant subscribers are subject to exclusion from the 
group if deemed necessary.

Our Twitter profile is going to be another easily accessible media outlet for headlines and breaking 
news related to our campaign. We will use this page to share our progress and story with other 
environmental groups, to track political action within the realms of legislation and elected officials, 
and to promote our mission of a clean and just environment in Maryland.

If you are interested in being part of the media team, consider joining the media working group. We 
could always use help writing press releases, posting stories to our blog, updates on our Twitter, and 
calls to action, etc. within our Facebook group. Contact Caroline Selle to join the working group and 
for login information for the pages listed above.
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Where things stand now
• In 2007, 46% of energy produced in Maryland is used for electricity (Source: http://energy.maryland.gov/
documents/MEOFINALREPORTJAN2010.pdf, page 9)
• Out of the electricity generated in Maryland in 2007, 59.4% came from coal and only 1.2% came from other 
renewables (Source: http://energy.maryland.gov/documents/MEOFINALREPORTJAN2010.pdf, page 10)
Our state can and needs to do better than that!
One way to lower the use of coal and increase the use of renewables is to ensure that the Maryland Offshore 
Wind Act passes in 2012, which will enable our state to utilize our untapped wind resources along the Atlantic 
Coastline!

Did you know that offshore wind in Maryland can provide:
• A clean energy source, increasing the share of renewable energy locally produced in MD. 
• Jobs: more than 2,000 over the next 20 years in manufacturing, operations, and maintenance. In fact, the
United Steelworkers of MD, the Baltimore Building and Construction Trades Council, the Sheet Metal
Workers of MD, and the MD AFL-CIO all supported the bill for the jobs it would create. 
• A reduction of 945,000 tons of CO2 released per year based on a 500 MW project – the equivalent of
taking 200,000 cars off the road! 
• Electricity to 79% of the homes on the Eastern Shore or more than half of the homes in Baltimore City  
• More than $1.9 billion impact over 5 years and $14 million in state tax revenues
Frequently Asked Questions:

How will MD be affected by global warming?
Maryland’s shorelines – both on the Bay and the Atlantic – are vulnerable to damage by increasingly intense 
and unpredictable storms like hurricanes. Also, sea level rise is and will continue to erode and damage coast-
al properties. Our extensive farm lands and agricultural lifestyles are vulnerable to changing weather patterns, 
such as excess rain or drought.

How will offshore wind affect the health of MD residents?
With the amount of fossil fuel pollution avoided by the offshore wind farm, the project will save an estimated 
20-30 lives and $160 million in public health damages every year. It will also help to reduce the incidence of 
asthma, respiratory health problems, heart disease, and other illnesses attributed to air pollution from fossil 
fuels.

Is offshore wind power reliable, even though the wind isnʼt always blowing?
Offshore wind parks provide a local source of electricity and improve the reliability of the electricity system as 
a whole.1 European nations have demonstrated that it is possible to shift 20 percent or more of their power 
generation to wind without adverse effects on the reliability of the electric system.

Will the windmills be visible from the beach?
The Department of Interior accepted recommendations from Marylandʼs Department of Natural Resources to 
open offshore blocks for leasing at least ten miles off the coast of Ocean City and 20 miles off the coast of As-
sateague Island. At this distance, the turbines will be barely visible, if at all, from the shore.
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How will offshore wind power impact my electricity bills?
Based on a comparable offshore wind project in Delaware, the Public Service Commission projects that off-
shore wind will cost the average Maryland ratepayer $1.44 per month in 2016 and go down from there. This 
amount can be saved by replacing two 60-watt light bulbs with more efficient compact-fluorescent (CFL) bulbs. 
From 1999 to 2009, Maryland energy bills tied to volatile fossil fuels roughly doubled. Offshore wind power  
offers reliable prices as the fuel (wind) is free and the rate can be locked in over a 25-year period.

Will offshore wind turbines affect birds and/or marine life?
A 2010 study by the Stockholm University Zoology Department found that properly sited offshore windmills 
do not harm marine life, instead encouraging more marine life because artificial reefs form at their founda-
tions.  Studies over the past two decades in Europe have found that properly sited offshore wind parks have no 
significant impact on migratory or shore bird populations. Utilizing offshore wind power will also avoid global 
warming pollution, which is the most pressing danger to bird and marine life, causing sea level rise and the 
destruction of wetland habitats for birds and other wildlife in Maryland. For more information, please see the 
Marylanders for Offshore Wind website www.marylandoffshorewind.org
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Maryland Board of Regents Fact Sheet
The regents oversee the Maryland higher education system’s academic, administrative, and 
financial operations; formulate policy; and appoint the USM chancellor and the presidents of 
the system’s 12 institutions. If you attend one of the schools listed below, the Board of Regents 
is the decision-making body that you are targeting to sign our offshore wind resolution to the 
MD General Assembly. These other schools listed are your friends and allies, reach out to them!

Universities the Board Represents

When the Board Meets
Roughly every two months, the board of regents meets at one of the twelve universities. Begin-

ning in September, they then meet once in October, December, February, April and June. The 

committees meet on a similar schedule, but not on the same day as the full board. The first full 

board meeting is on September 9 at UMD, College Park.

University System of Maryland (USM) Structure
• Each of the seventeen Regents is appointed by the Governor, serves five-year terms and can 

be reappointed once. The student regent serves a one-year term. Because terms are staggered, 

not all regents will be appointed by the same governor. The Board is like the USM’s legislative 

branch, it oversees academic, administrative, and financial operations; formulates policy; and 

appoints the USM chancellor and the presidents of the system’s 12 institutions.

• Each regent serves on one or multiple Committees. Most decisions are made in committee 

then brought to the full board but some time-sensitive items, such as financial contracts, by-

pass the committee process. MSCC’s resolution will likely go to the Finance or Effectiveness and 

Efficiency committee.

• The Chancellor is head of the USM System Office, which is like the USM’s executive branch. 

Offices within the USM System office implement policy changes and advise the Chancellor. 

Each of these sub-offices is headed by a vice chancellor, but while there is a vice chancellor of 

environmental sustainability, he does not have an office.

• Councils representing USM staff, students, faculty and university presidents advise the chan-

cellor. Other councils and workgroups also advise the chancellor.

1 www.usmd.edu/regents/meetings  
2 This year’s student regent serves on three committees, one of which is Finance.  

3 Information for this fact sheet came from the University System of Maryland’s website http://www.usmd.edu/usm/

1. Bowie State University  
2. Coppin State University  
3. Frostburg State University  
4. Salisbury University  
5. Towson University  
6. University of Baltimore

7. University of Maryland, Baltimore  
8. University of Maryland, Baltimore County  
9. University of Maryland, College Park  
10.University of Maryland Eastern Shore  
11.University of Maryland University College  
12. University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science
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How to use the following petition letters: 
 

If you are represented by the Board of Regents, use the first letter titled 
“University Board of Regents: Support…clean power!”  This is the letter 
that your supporters will sign asking the Board of Regents to sign the 
resolution, which is the last document. 
 
If you are attending a private college or university, use the second letter 
titled “[College President] and Board of Trustees: Support…clean power!”  
You will need to download the toolkit into a program where you can edit 
the letter (like MS Word) so that you can replace your college president’s 
name into the highlighted portions of the letter.   
 
The next page following the two letters is a sheet that can be used to 
gather petitions and relevant information from those who sign.   
 
 
 

PLEASE, do not edit the content of the letters without first 
discussing such edits with an MSCC executive director.  We 

drafted these letters for distribution so that a degree of 
consistency and uniformity could be maintained in our campaign 

across campuses and the state.  If our campaign remains coherent 
through all campuses, it will be more powerful as a whole. 

 
The final page is the resolution that will be signed by our targets: College 
Boards of Trustees, College Presidents, and the Board of Regents.   
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University Board of Regents: 

Support offshore wind for good jobs and clean power! 
 
Dear Board of Regents Members, 
 
Offshore wind energy is essential to Maryland’s energy future. Electricity generated from offshore wind is 
clean, renewable, and increasingly cost-competitive with fossil fuels.  Maryland’s offshore wind resources 
could generate the equivalent of 67% of our state’s electricity needs using proven technology that is 
already on the market.  Developing Maryland’s offshore wind energy industry would also create 
thousands of valuable new jobs that would help strengthen, diversify, and modernize Maryland’s 
economy and manufacturing sector. 
 
Governor O’Malley will reintroduce legislation during the 2012 General Assembly session that will help 
jumpstart Maryland’s offshore wind energy industry.  As major energy consumers, educational 
institutions can play a big role in encouraging the passage of such legislation.  
 
Part of any educational institution’s mission is to help build a brighter, healthier future for the people of 
its state.  The clean, renewable electricity generated from offshore wind can help meet that goal by 
reducing pollution, stabilizing electricity rates, and creating new jobs for thousands of Marylanders. 
Given the value of stable energy prices, a strengthened economy, and avoided costs to our health and 
environment, a relatively small increase in our electric bills for clean offshore wind is more than worth 
the investment. Now is the time for our university to take the lead by formally expressing its support for 
offshore wind energy.   
 
Please sign the Maryland Student Climate Coalition’s letter in support of developing the offshore wind 
energy industry in Maryland.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
* Based on electricity demand in 2007.  Assuming maximum feasible turbine deployment across the available area in which 
ocean depth is 35 meters or less.  Available area is calculated assuming that no turbines will be deployed fewer than eight 
nautical miles from the coast in order to minimize viewshed impacts, and also assuming exclusions for critical fish havens and 
dumping areas.  For more information see: 
 
Firestone, Jeremy, Willett Kempton, Blaise Sheridan, and Scott Baker.  2010.  Maryland’s Offshore Wind Power Potential.  
Delaware:  University of Delaware Center for Carbon-free Power Integration. 
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[College President] and Board of Trustees: 

Support offshore wind for good jobs and clean power! 
 
Dear [College President][Members of the Board of Trustees], 
 
Offshore wind energy is essential to Maryland’s energy future. Electricity generated from offshore wind is 
clean, renewable, and increasingly cost-competitive with fossil fuels.  Maryland’s offshore wind resources 
could generate the equivalent of 67% of our state’s electricity needs using proven technology that is 
already on the market.  Developing Maryland’s offshore wind energy industry would also create 
thousands of valuable new jobs that would help strengthen, diversify, and modernize Maryland’s 
economy and manufacturing sector. 
 
Governor O’Malley will reintroduce legislation during the 2012 General Assembly session that will help 
jumpstart Maryland’s offshore wind energy industry.  As major energy consumers, educational 
institutions can play a big role in encouraging the passage of such legislation.  
 
Part of any educational institution’s mission is to help build a brighter, healthier future for the people of 
its state.  The clean, renewable electricity generated from offshore wind can help meet that goal by 
reducing pollution, stabilizing electricity rates, and creating new jobs for thousands of Marylanders. 
Given the value of stable energy prices, a strengthened economy, and avoided costs to our health and 
environment, a relatively small increase in our electric bills for clean offshore wind is more than worth 
the investment. Now is the time for our university to take the lead by formally expressing its support for 
offshore wind energy.   
 
Please sign the Maryland Student Climate Coalition’s letter in support of developing the offshore wind 
energy industry in Maryland.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
* Based on electricity demand in 2007.  Assuming maximum feasible turbine deployment across the available area in which 
ocean depth is 35 meters or less.  Available area is calculated assuming that no turbines will be deployed fewer than eight 
nautical miles from the coast in order to minimize viewshed impacts, and also assuming exclusions for critical fish havens and 
dumping areas.  For more information see: 
 
Firestone, Jeremy, Willett Kempton, Blaise Sheridan, and Scott Baker.  2010.  Maryland’s Offshore Wind Power Potential.  
Delaware:  University of Delaware Center for Carbon-free Power Integration. 
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Name Email Phone Number Are you 
interested in 
volunteering 
with the MSCC? 

Would you 
attend a rally 
in support of 
offshore wind? 
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To the Distinguished Members of the Maryland General Assembly, 

 
As representatives of Maryland’s universities and educational institutions, we hereby express our 
support for programs that encourage the development of an offshore wind energy industry in Maryland. 
 
Offshore wind is one of the most promising energy resources in Maryland.  Maryland has strong, steady 
winds off its coasts that could potentially generate the equivalent of 67% of our state’s electricity needs 
using proven wind turbine designs that are readily available on the market today.   
 
The benefits of electricity generated from offshore wind are considerable.  Offshore wind turbines 
produce clean, renewable power, improve local air quality, and do not contribute to climate change. 
Additionally, construction, operation, and maintenance of the turbines could create thousands of valuable 
jobs that would strengthen Maryland’s economy and bolster its manufacturing sector.   
 
Maryland now imports about 30% of its electricity, and demand is expected to increase in the future.  
Offshore wind facilities would be located relatively close to coastal load centers, reducing transmission 
congestion and preventing the need for further energy imports via vulnerable and potentially unsightly 
long-distance transmission lines.   
 
Offshore wind is a proven and increasingly cost-competitive technology with a 20-year history in Europe.  
Further, the absence of fuel costs once the turbines are operational can help stabilize electricity rates and 
shelter ratepayers and the market from volatile fossil fuel prices.  By promoting and investing in offshore 
wind energy, we could realize all of these benefits for our state while helping to meet our Renewable 
Portfolio Standard of 20 percent renewable electricity by 2022. 
 
We recognize that generating electricity from offshore wind is projected to result in an initial increase in 
electricity rates.  However, we feel this investment in clean energy is merited, given the long-term savings 
wind energy will provide against rising fossil fuel costs, and the aforementioned health, environmental 
and employment benefits.   
 
Educational institutions are founded on the principle of investing in today’s students and communities in 
order to build a better world for tomorrow. The air pollution and destructive mining practices associated 
with generating electricity from coal and other fossil fuels are too dangerous to our communities to 
ignore.  Offshore wind power represents a safer, cleaner, renewable alternative that can help build a 
healthier future for the people of our state. We are willing to share the investment in making that future a 
reality.   
 
We strongly support the development of Maryland’s offshore wind energy resources and urge you to pass 
legislation in 2012 to make that development a reality. 
 
Sincerely, 
__(Members of Board of Regents, Board of Trustees, etc)______________________ 
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